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Peer-Recognition Software Reuse Award

1 Description

The NASA Earth Science Data Systems (ESDS) Software Reuse Working Group (WG) Peer-Recognition Software Reuse Award (hereafter Reuse Award) is intended to recognize those people whose efforts and projects contribute to the practice of software reuse in the Earth science community. Since its founding, NASA has relied on partnerships with other government agencies, industry, academia, and other organizations to perform its work. The Software Reuse WG understands the importance of these partnerships, and has designed this award to recognize the contributions and achievements of those people and projects whose efforts in the area of software reuse further the work of NASA Earth science research.
2 Award Categories

There will be three categories of Reuse Awards:

1. Contribution, for the creation and offering of reusable software assets

2. Utilization, for the reuse of existing software assets in new software/projects and the demonstration of reuse for the benefit of the community
Note:  this category also includes the modification of existing software
3. Peer Education, for providing guidance to others on preparing or adopting software for reuse (e.g., through papers on reuse or holding reuse workshops)
3 Number of Awards

The Software Reuse WG will base the number of awards given on the quality of the nominations received.
4 Frequency of Awards

The Reuse Award(s) will be given annually on or about September 1. This date has been chosen to allow winners sufficient time to make arrangements to receive their awards at the annual ESDS Working Groups meeting, near the end of October.
5 Eligibility

Any individual, team/group, or project that has contributed to the practice of software reuse in Earth science is eligible for the Reuse Award.
6 Nominations
The nomination process will last for 3.5 months, from April 15 to July 31. A call for nominations will be posted on the WG’s software reuse portal web site (http://www.esdswg.com/softwarereuse) and e-mailed to the Software Reuse WG mailing list. As appropriate, and with permission, the call for nominations will also be posted to other web sites and mailing lists, e.g., other ESDS working group mailing lists, the Federation of Earth Science Information Partners (ESIP) mailing list.
At least one nomination is required to receive the Reuse Award. For self-nominations, at least one letter of recommendation/endorsement is required from someone familiar with your contribution to reuse. Letters are encouraged for all other nominations. Applicants must complete the nomination form included at the end of this document (also available as a separate file at http://www.esdswg.com/softwarereuse/Resources/awards/) and return it to the Software Reuse WG via e-mail, fax, or postal mail, using the contact information provided on the form, by the end of the nomination period. Applications received after the due date will not be accepted. Nominators may find the information at http://nasapeople.nasa.gov/awards/winning_nominations.htm useful for completing their nomination forms.
7 Selection

The selection process will last for 1 month, from August 1 to August 31. At the beginning of the selection process, the Reuse WG Chair shall establish sub-committees to recommend award recipients for each category. Nominators and nominees in an award category will not be included in the sub-committee that recommends the award recipient for that category. The Reuse WG Chair will select award recipients for each category based on the nominations received from each sub-committee.

Applications will be judged based on the criteria for each award category as outlined in the following subsections. Sub-committees may make use of information at http://nasapeople.nasa.gov/awards/good_award_selections.htm when making their selections. The Software Reuse WG reserves the right to modify the selection criteria.
7.1 Contribution Award

· Number of other projects reusing the software/code
· Example(s):  number of times the code was downloaded, number of known instances of reuse (e.g., through e-mail communications with other groups who request support for reusing the code)
· Ease of reuse of the software/code
· Example(s):  amount of documentation or instruction provided, number of generic vs. specific components, amount of time required to modify/tailor the code for a particular application
· Feedback from other contacts, if provided

7.2 Utilization Award

· Amount of software/code reused
· Example(s):  number of lines of code reused, percentage of code reused
· Savings realized through reuse
· Example(s):  using the Constructive Cost Model (COCOMO) to estimate the development effort of the reused assets as a way of determining the amount of effort (time) saved through reuse; calculating the amount of money saved by reusing an asset instead of purchasing a similar product
· Feedback from other contacts, if provided

7.3 Peer Education Award

· Number of individuals/organizations in community educated about reuse

· Example(s):  number of attendees at a workshop on reuse, number of organizations where such workshops were given
· Impact of reuse peer educational activity on community

· Example(s):  reuse benefits realized as a result of educational activity, reuse efforts started as a result of educational activity
· Feedback from other contacts, if provided
8 Awards
The Reuse Award consists of a certificate of recognition issued by the WG, an article of recognition featured on the WG portal web site (http://www.esdswg.com/softwarereuse), announcement of award receipt at the annual ESDS WG meeting, and acknowledgement of award receipt in the Software Reuse WG annual report. An image of the certificate template is included at the end of this document.
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Nomination Form

	Name of Nominator:


	Affiliation of Nominator:


	Address of Nominator:


	E-mail of Nominator:



	
	Phone Number of Nominator:



	Name of Nominee/Group:


	Affiliation of Nominee/Group:


	Address of Nominee/Group:


	E-mail of Nominee/Group:



	
	Phone Number of Nominee/Group:



	Team/Project Members to Receive Certificates:


	Award Category:


	Other Contact 1:


	Affiliation of Other Contact 1:



	Address of Other Contact 1:


	E-mail of Other Contact 1:



	
	Phone Number of Other Contact 1:



	Other Contact 2:


	Affiliation of Other Contact 2:



	Address of Other Contact 2:


	E-mail of Other Contact 2:



	
	Phone Number of Other Contact 2:



	Please provide information on up to two other contacts. For example, these may be people who reused the software nominated, or people who benefited from the educational activity nominated. This is optional, but will be beneficial for the award selection committee.

	Software Reused or Offered for Reuse:

	Peer Education Activity Performed:


	Justification:


	Additional Information to be Considered:



	Nominator Signature:


	Date:


	Please attach a letter of recommendation/endorsement to this form

(required for self-nominations, encouraged for all other nominations).



Based on NASA Form 1644, June 94 and adapted for use by the ESDS Software Reuse Working Group
Please return completed forms to James Marshall by e-mail (James.J.Marshall@nasa.gov), fax (301-286-0239), or postal mail (NASA GSFC, Mailstop 614.9, Greenbelt, MD  20771) by July 31.
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